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Waterfront Innovation Centre

Review Stage: Schematic Design

Proponent: Menkes

Design Team: Sweeny & Co

• Deal Details    

• Unproven commercial location (discounted rates to downtown) 

• Targeted tenant requirement (60% innovation uses)

• Market conditions (no subsidies) 

• Fair market land value  

• Innovation and Collaboration 

• Establish tenant-focused building 

• Promote innovation through design, building management and programming 

• Long-term adaptability and flexibility 

• “Smart building” features 

• Anchor tenant in lease negotiations 

• Submitting SPA this month 

• Last presented to DRP in November 2015

Project Description & Background



3

Waterfront Innovation Centre

Review Stage: Schematic Design

Proponent: Menkes

Design Team: Sweeny & Co

Site Context

Design Review Area

Waterfront Innovation Centre
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Site Context
Future Density on Queens Quay
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Zoning
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Height Transition
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Policy Context – Central Waterfront Secondary Plan

D24 - THE EAST BAYFRONT, A PROMINENT NEW NEIGHBOURHOOD 

The East Bayfront will become a prominent waterfront address for working and living amid the energy and abundance of 

waterfront activities, including a new water’s edge promenade and other public activities in the series of new East Bayfront 

public spaces. Development adjacent to the water’s edge promenade shall consist of low and medium scale buildings that will 

reinforce the safety and usability of the public spaces.

(P31) Excellence in the design of public and private buildings, infrastructure (streets, bridges, promenades, etc.) parks and 

public spaces will be promoted to achieve quality, beauty and worldwide recognition.

(P32) New development will be located, organized and massed to protect view corridors, frame and support the adjacent public 

realm and discourage privatization of public spaces. Built form will result in comfortable micro-climates on streets, plazas and 

other parts of the public realm.

(P10) The design of the public realm will be of a standard of excellence characteristic of the great city waterfronts of the world. 

(P11) The public realm will be defined by a coherent framework of streets, parks, plazas, buildings, viewing areas, walkways,

boardwalks, promenades, piers, bridges and other public infrastructure and open space elements. 
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Waterfront Innovation Centre

Review Stage: Schematic Design
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• Overall evolution of the design approach

• Impact of bridge connection on the view corridors

• Reconfiguration of the Nexus/circulation

• Approach to LEED Gold

• Ground floor relationship to the public realm

Topics for Panel Consideration
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