
Lake Shore Boulevard East 
PUBLIC REALM VISION & 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

DESIGN REVIEW PANEL
APRIL 24, 2019



CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION: 
 Lake Shore Blvd. to be a balanced multimodal corridor & continuous landscape identity

GARDINER EA & APPROVAL CONDITIONS:
 Improved pedestrian & cycling network + enhanced stormwater management

 Public Realm Phasing & Implementation Plan within 1 year

PROJECT BACKGROUND
Gardiner East Public Realm Plan

Proponent: City of Toronto / Waterfront Toronto

Design Team: Dillon Consulting, West 8

Review Stage: Design Development



Dillon Consulting and West 8 were retained to advance design of public realm improvements.

Task 1 : Gardiner Public Realm Vision & Implementation Plan (Jarvis to Logan Ave.)

Task 2: 60% design of south boulevard and intersections of Lake Shore Boulevard (Jarvis to Cherry) 

Task 3: 100% design of south side pilot project (LSB from Sherbourne Common to Bonnycastle St.)

Task 4: 30% design of north boulevard linear park (LSB from Jarvis to Cherry St.)

SCOPE OF DESIGN WORK
Gardiner East Public Realm Plan

Proponent: City of Toronto / Waterfront Toronto

Design Team: Dillon Consulting, West 8

Review Stage: Design Development



2018

Gardiner Public Realm Vision & Implementation Plan Report

60% design south side of LSB
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30% design north side of LSB

100% design south side pilot

PROJECT TIMELINE

Costing

Gardiner East Public Realm Plan
Proponent: City of Toronto / Waterfront Toronto

Design Team: Dillon Consulting, West 8

Review Stage: Design Development







COORDINATION WITH METROLINX USRC EAST ENHANCEMENTS & PCCS
A. USRC EAST ENHANCEMENTS

1. Underpass extensions at Jarvis & Sherbourne

•Underpass portals architectural treatment 

2. Wilson Yard Expansion

•Lower Don Trail connectivity with Lake Shore trail in 
coordination with Wilson Yard expansion and 
Sediment Management Area 

3. Cherry St. ‘pinch-point’ and interface 
encroachment at other areas of constraint

4. Consistency of design language and planting 
palette to create a coherent vision on both sides of the 
corridor

B. PEDESTRIAN & CYCLING      
CONNECTIVITY STUDY (PCCS) 
Metrolinx has funded a separate parallel study of future 
opportunities for new and improved pedestrian & 
cycling connections across the rail corridor in this 
precinct.



Two areas of overlap with Port Lands Flood 
Protection: 

1. Cherry St. & Lake Shore Blvd. Intersection

PLFP will deliver an interim condition and 
Gardiner Public Realm will complete the ultimate 
condition when Lake Shore Blvd East of Cherry 
St. is realigned.

2. Sediment Management area & Lower Don 
Trail connection

Coordination on fence locations, grading, and 
planting palette. PLFP will deliver interim Lower 
Don trail connection to LSB.

3. Don Roadway & LSB Intersection

PLFP will deliver an interim condition 
and Gardiner Public Realm will complete 
the ultimate condition when Lake Shore 
Blvd East of Cherry St. is realigned.

COORDINATION WITH PORT LANDS FLOOD PROTECTION
1

2



ASSUMPTIONS OF FUTURE SITE CONDITIONS & ADJACENT PROJECTS
1. Stormwater Management

• Make best efforts to manage stormwater on site through LIDs
• No planned sewer upgrades - assume wet landscape during storms, provide controlled ponding areas

2. Gardiner Maintenance 
• Provide maintenance layby to access Gardiner deck in lieu of north boulevard
• Design all flat hardscape areas (i.e. bike paths) to sustain load of genie lift 

3.   Utility Coordination 
• Enbridge gas line to be relocated along with Lake Shore realignment work
• HONI overhead lines to be buried and towers removed, south side lines decomissioned
• Utilities in medians to remain Jarvis-Sherbourne, Bonnycastle to Cherry few or no utilities

4.   Metrolinx Coordination 
• Encroachment into USRC property to be allowed (negotiated by City later)
• Bin wall at Cherry pinch-point to be set back 2m typ & 7m at corner (negotiated by City later)
• Underpasses to be extended to match existing (Jarvis & Sherbourne)

5.   Port Lands Flood Protection Coordination 
• GPR team to design best ultimate condition of Cherry/Lake Shore intersection
• PLFP team to deliver parts that are within budget in interim (pavement markings, curb cuts)

6.   Sherbourne Ramp
• Interim condition redundant ramp stays in place, may be removed in future

7.   Traffic Design Speed
• Assume speed to be reduced to 50km/h, lanes to be narrowed, guard rails removed
• Design should not preclude protection at the bents (i.e. bollards / guards)



LAKE SHORE BOULEVARD PUBLIC REALM 
DESIGN OBJECTIVES

1. Prioritize traffic calming measures and improve safety

2. Design an urban civic boulevard with a distinct continuous landscape identity 

3. Improve East-West connectivity through rebalanced multimodal mobility  

4. Improve North-South connectivity across the barriers of the Gardiner Expressway and rail 

berm, and transform the intersections under the Gardiner into gateways to the Waterfront that 

express unique identity of each North-South street

5. Design for sustainable operations and maintenance for public realm 
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KEY COMMENTS FROM CITY STAFF:

1. Separated bike & pedestrian trails preferred wherever possible, short sections of 

multiuse trail acceptable at areas of constraint, dismount crossings not acceptable

2. Traffic analysis needed for intersection modifications & signal changes

3. Unimpeded inspection access for underside of Gardiner structure required

KEY COMMENTS FROM COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS:

1. Need for improved intersection design and safer crossings especially North-South 

between existing neighborhoods and the Waterfront across Rail Corridor & Gardiner 

2. Aspirations for programming elements (i.e. off-leash dog park)

3. Separated bike & pedestrian trails preferred



• The relationship of the public realm to future development on the south side of Lake Shore is important 

• Consider integrating public art into the design 

• The stormwater management should be built into the overall scheme

• Further refinement of the materiality and species selection
12

DRP COMMENTS  
May 2018 – Design Development South Side & Intersections

• Generally, very positive reaction and seizing opportunity of this project 

• Simple and refreshing design - feels like Lake Shore Boulevard is like entering a different world

• There is some disagreement on the planting approach or the river of pebbles approach

• Quality of materials is important

• Consider summer vs. winter

• Each intersection should have different lighting treatment based on history and identity

• Focus more on the corners

• Concern over Metrolinx public realm integration with this project

• Prioritize lowering the speed limit in order to clean up the clutter of required elements and make it a 

safer place for pedestrians and cyclists

Feb 2018 – Schematic Design Vision



QUESTIONS TO THE PANEL

1. Has the design achieved the stated project objectives?

2. Although conditions vary widely along the corridor, and the character of the project varies 

from west to east, does it still feel like a cohesive boulevard identity? 

3. Have we humanized the intersections sufficiently to improve the perception of connectivity 

to the waterfront under the Gardiner?

4. Has the project seized opportunities for sustainability and innovation through this unique 

design challenge?

5. Given the way this public realm vision will be implemented in parts by many delivery agents 

as opposed to a single project master plan, how can we ensure consistency and quality are 

maintained across the corridor? 

Gardiner East Public Realm Plan
Proponent: City of Toronto / Waterfront Toronto

Design Team: Dillon Consulting, West 8

Review Stage: Design Development



AGENDA

INTRO: PROJECT BACKGROUND

1/   LAKE SHORE BOULEVARD VISION & IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

2/   SOUTH SIDEWALK DESIGN GUIDELINES & PILOT PROJECT

3/   NORTH LINEAR PARK & TRAIL MASTER PLAN

4/   STORMWATER MANAGEMENT & ENGINEERING

5/   INTERSECTIONS DESIGN

6/   VISION EAST OF CHERRY STREET

Gardiner East Public Realm Plan
Proponent: City of Toronto / Waterfront Toronto

Design Team: Dillon Consulting, West 8

Review Stage: Design Development
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