
 
 

First Nations 
Briefing and Information Session 

 
Wednesday, July 5, 2006 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
TWRC, 20 Bay Street, Suite 1310, Toronto, Ontario 

 
Time Item Description 
 

9:00 am - 11:00 am 
 

Presentation of 
Waterfront 
Projects 

 
Chris Glaisek, TWRC Vice President of Planning 
and Design, will greet attendees. Project Leaders will 
discuss major area projects including:  
 

• West Don Lands  -  Brad Searchfield 
 

• Lower Don River West Remedial Flood Protection 
Project Class Environmental Assessment  – Ken Dion 

 
• Flood Protection:  

 
                             Bridge – Ken Dion 
                             Berm – Brad Searchfield 
 

• Don River Park – Melanie Hare 
 

• East Bayfront – Chris Glaisek 
 

• East of Parliament/Lower Don Roadway 
Environmental Assessment – Chris Glaisek 

 
• TTC-TWRC Waterfront Transit Environmental 

Assessments – Bill Dawson 
 

• Mouth of the Don Environmental Assessment  
         – Ken Dion/Steve Willis 

 
• Port Lands Implementation Strategy – Melanie Hare 

 
• Lake Ontario Park – Chris Glaisek/Pina Mallozzi 

 
• Tommy Thompson Park – Nancy Gaffney 

 
• Commissioners Park – Karen Pitre 

 
• Transition Sports Fields – Karen Pitre 

 
• Western Beaches Watercourse Facility – Karen Pitre 

 
• Central Waterfront Promenade and Queens Quay 

Design – Chris Glaisek 
 



 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
Dialogue 
Session 
 

 
Kristin Jenkins will lead discussion to: 
 

 Ensure on-going communication; and 
 Receive comments and feedback regarding the studies 

underway.  
 
 

 
12:00 noon - 12:30 pm 
 

 
Luncheon at 
TWRC  

 
Project Leaders will attend luncheon 
 
 

 
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 

r  
Tour of West Don 
Lands, East Bayfront 
and  Port Lands 

 
Bus tour  
 
Chris Glaisek, Kristin Jenkins, Ken Dion, 
Steve Willis 
 

 



























Wang, Hank 

From: Bricks, Mike

Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 3:59 PM

To: Wang, Hank

Subject: FW: Waterfront Transit EAs - First Nations
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From: Bill.Dawson@ttc.ca [mailto:Bill.Dawson@ttc.ca] 
Sent: Mon 26/03/2007 3:56 PM 

To: Bricks, Mike; Callan, Dennis 

Cc: transit@towaterfront.ca; kjenkins@towaterfront.ca; jkelly@city.toronto.on.ca; tlaspa@toronto.ca; 
pdimascio@urbanstrategies.com; scott_thorburn@urscorp.com 

Subject: Waterfront Transit EAs - First Nations 

 
I received a phone message on Wednesday March 14 from the Alderville First Nations – here is a transcription of 
the message I received:  
  
“Hello, this is Jodi Holmes. I am a Band Councillor from the Alderville Band Council. I am just replying to a letter 
that was sent to our Chief James Marsden and it is regarding the Waterfront Transit Environmental Assessments. 
I was just going to mention that you do not have to send us the packages showing all the anticipated designs. We 
just wanted to be kept informed and just to mention that any of this with our First Nation is not considered as 
consultation.  
  
But anyway we don’t have any major concerns right now or comments but we would like to keep informed on the 
various things that are happening. My name is Jodi Holmes, again, and the number at the Band Office is 905-352-
2011. Thank you “ 
  
Please include this in the consultation record for the study. 
  
As they are asking that we not provide them with detailed information about the study but to keep them informed 
of progress, I suggest that we keep them on the list for First Nations consultation but note on it that we should 
only send them notices of meetings etc. rather than packages of material to review. 
  
I wasn’t planning any more follow-up than this – but other suggestions would be appreciated! 

_____________________ 
Bill Dawson 
Superintendent of Route and System Planning 
Service Planning Department 
Toronto Transit Commission 
�         Phone : 416-393-4490 
�        FAX    :  416-338-0400 
�        E-mail :  bill.dawson@ttc.ca 

  

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may 
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review retransmission dissemination or other use of 
or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended 



on the Internet. The Sender accepts no liability for the content of this e-mail or for the consequences of 
any actions taken on basis of the information provided. The recipient should check this e-mail and any 
attachments for the presence of viruses. The sender accepts no liability for any damage caused by any 
virus transmitted by this e-mail. This disclaimer is the property of the TTC and must not be altered or 
circumvented in any manner. 
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Wang, Hank 

From: Bill.Dawson@ttc.ca

Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2007 2:42 PM

To: AKelemen@waterfrontoronto.ca; Wang, Hank

Cc: Callan, Dennis; PMallozzi@waterfrontoronto.ca

Subject: FW: TTC-TWRC Waterfront Transit Environmental Assessment – East Bayfront Public Workshop 
#2
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Here is another piece of correspondence from a First Nation about the last east Bayfront Public meeting. Please 
include it in the consultation record for the projects.  Thanks,  
  

_____________________ 
Bill Dawson 
Superintendent of Route and System Planning 
Service Planning Department 
Toronto Transit Commission 
�         Phone : 416-393-4490 
�        FAX    :  416-338-0400 
�        E-mail :  bill.dawson@ttc.ca 

  
-----Original Message----- 

From: Adriana Poulette [mailto:apoulette@aiai.on.ca]  
Sent: September 6, 2007 10:53 AM 

To: Dawson, Bill 
Subject: TTC-TWRC Waterfront Transit Environmental Assessment – East Bayfront Public Workshop #2 
  
Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians 
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act 
Fax Back Form 
  
Date:    September 6, 2007 
  
Bill Dawson 
Bill.dawson@ttc.ca 
  
Re:                                                                                

  
We are in receipt of documentation produced under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for our review 
and comment. Please accept this letter as a response to your invitation and not an act of consultation. We cannot 
and do not consider this response letter to be consultation as we are not mandated to consult on behalf of our 
member nations. Our involvement as a representative for the First Nations occurs when invited by one of our 
member First Nations to do so. Consultation should always occur with the First Nation(s) specifically impacted.  
  
As an association, we understand that your role in the environmental assessment process is primarily technical 
and that our concerns, which are Aboriginal rights, socio-economic and indigenous knowledge-based, are to fit 
within established scientific, technological and policy frameworks established by the Province of Ontario.  We are 
of the view that this framework is invalid as it has been developed without input or consultation with First Nations. 
  

  
TTC-TWRC Waterfront Transit Environmental Assessment – East Bayfront Public 
Workshop #2 



Our organization receives no federal or provincial funding in helping to facilitate a mutual understanding of 
environmental concerns between proponents and our member First Nations. Based on this lack of understanding, 
funding and resources, we are only able to state that we do have member First Nations whose traditional hunting 
and gathering areas may be affected by this project.   
  
Our organization and Member Nations are usually open to participating in sustainable planning processes.  
However, the current federal and provincial practices in this policy area are left to the goodwill of proponents, in 
terms of collaborating with First Nations, and in identifying potential First Nation issues and incorporating these 
into the overall planning processes. 
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Aboriginal people are listed as "stakeholders" in environmental assessment processes, however this is only 
partially correct.  First Nations people have collective constitutional rights, including land rights, hunting, gathering 
and fishing rights.  The practice and recognition of these rights in southern and central Ontario is an outstanding 
issue between the provincial and federal governments and our member Nations. Therefore, in proposed land use 
situations, First Nations can seek legal remedies before the courts, including legal injunctions and other judicial 
intervention.   
  
Our comments on documents produced under the current Environmental Assessment Act are as follows: 
  
$                     It is our experience that when First Nations are approached respectfully and referenced in an 

appropriate way, that this overall approach tends to lead to more positive dialogue. 
  
$                     We currently do not have the capacity to address the methodology developed for the site selection 

criteria and technological alternatives, at this particular time.  The Proponent should use discretion in 
considering the selection of a site and technology that may interfere with the exercise of First Nations 
rights, including treaty and rights to access to wild game, water, plants, fish and ceremonial areas etc. 
Consideration should be put towards treaty boundary lines, real and potential land claims, and First 
Nations communities in the surrounding area.  

  
$                     While the provincial EA legislation and EA practice may put the onus on the Proponent to consult First 

Nations, federal and provincial Crowns do have a constitutional obligation to uphold the rights of First 
Nations, and a duty to consult.  The provincial and federal governments may not be forthcoming 
regarding this duty, as this duty currently exists in common law and is not reflected in Ontario EA 
legislation; which needs to be updated. 

  
$                     As a safeguard, we suggest that First Nations be directly involved in the development and application of 

the Terms of Reference to accommodate for any potential First Nation intervention or interests.  This 
approach would be ideal for addressing any First Nation issues that may arise.  For example, where there 
may be archaeological discoveries at a site, First Nations customs vary and the Proponent should be 
ready to address that situation with the appropriate First Nations, in an innovative or other culturally 
appropriate manner. 

  
$                     Based on archeological finds, it may be necessary to consult with other First Nations that have not been 

presently identified by the Ministry of the Environment or the Ontario Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat.  First 
Nations that currently reside in the Province of Quebec may also have an interest in projects located in 
Ontario. 

  
We thank you for taking the time to contact our organization and regret that we are not able to provide you with 
more assistance.  If you have further questions or concerns please contact our office by phone (519) 434-2761 or 
fax (519) 679 1653.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  

 
  
Adriana Poulette B.A., M.A. 
Senior Policy Analyst and Government Relations Advisor 
Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians 
387 Princess Ave. 
London, Ontario 
N6B 2A7 
(519) 434 2761 
(519) 318 2305 cell 
(519) 679 1653 fax 
  

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may 
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contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review retransmission dissemination or other use of 
or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended 
recipient or delegate is strictly prohibited. If you received this in error please contact the sender and 
delete the material from any computer. The integrity and security of this message cannot by guaranteed 
on the Internet. The Sender accepts no liability for the content of this e-mail or for the consequences of 
any actions taken on basis of the information provided. The recipient should check this e-mail and any 
attachments for the presence of viruses. The sender accepts no liability for any damage caused by any 
virus transmitted by this e-mail. This disclaimer is the property of the TTC and must not be altered or 
circumvented in any manner. 
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