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SCHEDULESCHEDULE
24-MONTH PROCESS IN 3 PHASES

1 review, outreach & programming (April – Sept 2006)

Public Forum #1 June 2006 

2 vision, planning & design (Sept 2006 – Jan 2007)

Public Forum #2 January 2007 

3 feedback, revision & implementation strategy (Jan 2007 – July 2008)

Monthly Steering Committee Meetings
Bi-monthly Stakeholder Committee Meetings
Public Forum #3 July 2008 
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ORIGINAL SHORELINE WAS DEFINED BY 
FISHERMAN’S ISLAND,  A SAND BAR THAT 
SHELTERED THE INNER HARBOUR AND
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HISTORIC “SETTLEMENT”HISTORIC “SETTLEMENT”



HISTORIC MARSHHISTORIC MARSH



ASHBRIDGE’S BAY WAS FILLED TO CREATE THE 
PORT AND TREATMENT PLANT
ASHBRIDGE’S BAY WAS FILLED TO CREATE THE 
PORT AND TREATMENT PLANT



1. cherry beach
13 ha / 32 ac



2. north shore
29 ha / 72 ac



3. outer harbour water park
302 ha / 746 ac



4. outer harbour marina
21 ha / 52 ac



5. tommy thompson park
136 ha / 336 ac



6. base lands
38 ha / 94 ac



7. ashbridge’s bay treatment plant
38 ha / 94 ac



8. ashbridge’s bay park
45 ha / 111 ac



9. woodbine park
16 ha / 40 ac



10. eastern beaches
22 ha / 54 ac



11. kew gardens
7 ha / 17 ac



12. pantry park
1.5 ha / 4 ac



13. r c harris filtration plant
8 ha / 20 ac



SITE QUALITIES 
& CHALLENGES
SITE QUALITIES 
& CHALLENGES



1 rural cottage:  sense of the unknown, rough and remote

2  heterogenous mix:  diverse parcels, unsanitized by design

3  open and public:  park for the whole city

4  generous habitat:  water quality and green connectivity

5 outdoor education:  non-didactic, experiential approach

6 city orientation:  strong linkage north-south and east-west

7 lake orientation:  varied edge and microclimates

8 active use:  mix of “big nature,” water sports, rec and culture

THEMES FROM EARLY PUBLIC INPUTTHEMES FROM EARLY PUBLIC INPUT



URBAN WILD

provide generous wilds and ecological infrastructure for 
the city, as well as unusual experiences of nature

make visible the Canadian imperative for the protection 
and development of ecological assets
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DYNAMISM OF THE LAKE ONTARIO SHORELINE

the long, crenulated shoreline creates opportunities for a 
uniquely diverse array of waterfront experiences, habitats 
and activities

build on the dynamism of the Lake’s edge to create a park 
that is alive and changing

DYNAMISM OF THE LAKE ONTARIO SHORELINE

the long, crenulated shoreline creates opportunities for a 
uniquely diverse array of waterfront experiences, habitats 
and activities

build on the dynamism of the Lake’s edge to create a park 
that is alive and changing



CHANGE IN CONTEXT AS PORT LANDS 
BECOMES MAJOR URBAN CENTRE

a new community of over 40,000 residents will bring many 
more people to the park area to work, shop and recreate
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CREATIVE RESPONSE TO SITE MANAGEMENT

the lake ontario park site has a legacy of industrial and port 
uses

the park design incorporates a range of strategies for 
responding to poor soil conditions to create design 
features and approaches
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UNIFIED ENSEMBLE

pull together disparate sites to create a unified ensemble 
while retaining a great deal of difference in the character 
and programming of its components
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THE MASTER PLANTHE MASTER PLAN





1 Promote a bold, flexible and resilient landscape framework.

2 Create a vibrant lakefront of distinctive activities and unique 
water-oriented programming.

3 Build a connective circulation system to unify the large park.

4 Cultivate a rich mosaic of terrestrial and aquatic life that becomes 
the center of a continuous regional greenway. 

5 Create a realistic, low-maintenance and sustainable landscape. 

6 Preserve and amplify the remarkably unique settings.

THE MASTER PLAN
PRIMARY GOALS

THE MASTER PLAN
PRIMARY GOALS



5 ORGANIZING IDEAS

PROMOTE A BOLD, FLEXIBLE & 
RESILIENT LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK

PROMOTE A BOLD, FLEXIBLE & 
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A CONNECTIVE, 
GREEN WATERFRONT
A CONNECTIVE, 
GREEN WATERFRONT
the park has the potential to assemble a 
thickened green lakefront that links the Don 
River Ravine and Greenway to Tommy 
Thompson Park





3 TRANSECTS3 TRANSECTS
are primary multi-use trails that unify the diverse 
park and link to the adjacent neighborhoods and 
city



TRANSECTSTRANSECTS



400 “OUTPOSTS”400 “OUTPOSTS”
existing, renovated and new natural areas, 
promontories, outlooks, ecologically sensitive 
areas, water landings, seating and program 
amenities





THE BARTHE BAR
The historic Fisherman’s Island is re-imagined 
as a new defining edge of the city



THE BAR THE BAR 



THE BAYTHE BAY
The historic Ashbridge’s Bay is re-imagined as a 
new green landmark: a publicly accessible 
wetland that helps to filter and clean the city’s 
stormwater before its release into the Lake.



THE BAY THE BAY 



CREATE A VIBRANT LAKEFRONT OF 
DISTINCTIVE ACTIVITIES

CREATE A VIBRANT LAKEFRONT OF 
DISTINCTIVE ACTIVITIES



NATURENATURE

BEACHESBEACHES

WATERSPORTSWATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATING

RECREATIONRECREATION
LAKELAKE



ACTIVE SPORTS ACTIVE SPORTS 



WATER SPORTS WATER SPORTS 



PLAY PLAY 



PICNIC SITES PICNIC SITES 



ECO-OUTPOSTS ECO-OUTPOSTS 



FISHING & WATERSIDE 
PLAY

FISHING & WATERSIDE 
PLAY



CULTURE & ARTS CULTURE & ARTS 



PERFORMANCES PERFORMANCES 



FLEXIBLE AMENITIESFLEXIBLE AMENITIES



ELEMENTAL NATUREELEMENTAL NATURE



ELEMENTAL NATUREELEMENTAL NATURE



Wetlands
Successional Meadows
Deciduous Forest
Swamp Forest
Nesting Sites
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BUILD A CONNECTIVE CIRCULATION 
SYSTEM TO UNIFY THE LARGE PARK
BUILD A CONNECTIVE CIRCULATION 
SYSTEM TO UNIFY THE LARGE PARK



CONNECTIVITYCONNECTIVITY



• LOP should be largely car free
• promote Unwin Avenue as a park drive
• pedestrians & cyclists have precedence



Lake Ontario Park should be largely car free

• focus parking at the perimeter
• balance demand with shuttle & LRT
• utilize temporary, shared & off-site parking
• promote permeable surfaces & shade canopy



• prioritize light rail as transportation focus
• establish park shuttle
• utilize water-based connections
• create clear, hierarchical network of trails 



• create a clear, hierarchical network of trails
• create a diversity of trail experiences
• increase access to the water’s edge
• ensure accessibility to all facilities and 

swimming beaches



TRANSECTSTRANSECTS



MARTIN GOODMAN TRAILMARTIN GOODMAN TRAIL



MULTI-USE & SPECIALIZED TRAILS MULTI-USE & SPECIALIZED TRAILS 



SPECIALLY DESIGNATED & SEASONAL TRAILS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED & SEASONAL TRAILS 



CULTIVATE A RICH MOSAIC OF 
TERRESTRIAL & AQUATIC LIFE
CULTIVATE A RICH MOSAIC OF 
TERRESTRIAL & AQUATIC LIFE



• create ecological linkages
• strong connection from the don to the spit
• manage access to protect sensitive areas
• recharge the site via natural process
• increase water quality for habitat & recreation





• preserve existing canopy cover
• preserve significant cultural stands

(cottonwoods at Cherry Beach)
• use species well-suited to the shoreline



CREATE A REALISTIC & 
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE

CREATE A REALISTIC & 
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE



LANDSCAPE IN PROCESS LANDSCAPE IN PROCESS 



UTILIZE AVAILABLE RESOURCES UTILIZE AVAILABLE RESOURCES 



PRESERVE AND AMPLIFY THE 
REMARKABLY UNIQUE SETTINGS

PRESERVE AND AMPLIFY THE 
REMARKABLY UNIQUE SETTINGS









6 AREAS OF THE PARK6 AREAS OF THE PARK





CHERRY STREET GATEWAY

FIRST NATIONS GROVE 

SOCCER & MULTI-USE FIELDS

HIKING, CYCLING, RUNNING
CROSS COUNTRY TRAILS

EXPANDED NATURAL AREAS

EXTENDED BEACHES

PASSIVE OPEN FIELDS

NEW PICNIC AREAS

PROMONTORY AT EASTERN 
GAP

extended beaches & waterside access, Don connection 
and water taxi landing

THE BARTHE BAR



WINTER RECREATION WINTER RECREATION 



MULTI-USE & SPECIALIZED TRAILS MULTI-USE & SPECIALIZED TRAILS 



INCREASED CANOPY COVER INCREASED CANOPY COVER 



PRESERVED BEACHES PRESERVED BEACHES 



OFF-LEASH DOG AREA

(ON-GOING STUDY WITH STAKEHOLDERS, CITY & DESIGN TEAM)

OFF-LEASH DOG AREA

(ON-GOING STUDY WITH STAKEHOLDERS, CITY & DESIGN TEAM)



Water sports and waterfront recreation in a “cottage” setting

THE NORTH SHORETHE NORTH SHORE

SAILING & PADDLING CLUBS

DON GREENWAY

IMPROVED WATER ACCESS

EXTENDED BEACHES

NEW PICNIC AREAS

PRESERVED USES & NEEDS
OF BOATING AREAS



COMMUNITY BOATING CLUBSCOMMUNITY BOATING CLUBS



NEW TRAILS & WATERSIDE ACCESS
(EAST OF COMMUNITY BOATING CLUBS)

NEW TRAILS & WATERSIDE ACCESS
(EAST OF COMMUNITY BOATING CLUBS)



Public water access and views along 
an active recreation deck

THE MARINA PENINSULATHE MARINA PENINSULA

WATERFRONT PROMENADE

SPECTATOR TERRACES

ADVENTURE CENTRE

NEW FISHING PIERS

NEW KAYAK LANDINGS

SMALL WATERFRONT  CAFÉ

RELOCATED BOAT CLUBS

RELOCATED BOAT LAUNCH



NEW RECREATION DECK & SPECTATOR OUTPOSTSNEW RECREATION DECK & SPECTATOR OUTPOSTS



FLOATING DOCKS & LANDINGS FLOATING DOCKS & LANDINGS 



WATERFRONT CAFÉWATERFRONT CAFÉ



FISHING OUTPOSTSFISHING OUTPOSTS



WATERFRONT ADVENTURE CENTREWATERFRONT ADVENTURE CENTRE

• multi-purpose community rooms;
• PFR daycamps (eco-camps);
• orientation point for tours;
• referral to boat clubs;
• bike, canoe & kayak rentals;
• fishing;



Accessible “urban wilderness” centered around wet woods and marsh

THE BASE LANDSTHE BASE LANDS

BIRDING & WILDLIFE 
OBSERVATION

WILDLIFE HABITAT

WETLAND WATERWAY

TRAILS & FOOTPATHS

MARSH & OPEN WATER

WETWOODS 

UPLAND FOREST



URBAN WILDERNESSURBAN WILDERNESS



WETLAND INTERPRETIVE ROUTEWETLAND INTERPRETIVE ROUTE



WETLAND WATERWAY & INTERPRETIVE ROUTEWETLAND WATERWAY & INTERPRETIVE ROUTE



Wild successional landscapes and habitats
correspond with the Tommy Thompson Park 
Master Plan prepared by TRCA

TOMMY THOMPSON PARKTOMMY THOMPSON PARK

BIRDING & WILDLIFE 
INTERPRETATION

ENVIRONMENTAL SHELTER

ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH 
STATION

LIGHTHOUSE PROMONTORY

SAILING CLUB

CYCLING / HIKING



EMERGENT LANDSCAPES ON MAN-MADE LAND EMERGENT LANDSCAPES ON MAN-MADE LAND 



LIGHTHOUSE PROMONTORY LIGHTHOUSE PROMONTORY 



REMOTE OUTPOSTS & REFUGE REMOTE OUTPOSTS & REFUGE 



THE BAY, THE BRIDGE AND WETLANDTHE BAY, THE BRIDGE AND WETLAND
EAST-WEST CONNECTION & 
20-HECTARE GREEN FILTER 

BAY BRIDGE & BREAKWATERS

BAY WETLAND

PROTECTED WATERCOURSE

POTENTIAL CANOE & KAYAK
TRAINING COURSE

BREAKWATER ISLANDS

RELOCATED BOAT CLUBS

REFRESHED PARK AREAS



BAY BRIDGE, WATERCOURSE AND WETLAND BAY BRIDGE, WATERCOURSE AND WETLAND 



WATERCOURSE & SPECTATOR ISLANDS WATERCOURSE & SPECTATOR ISLANDS 



A NEW, GREEN FILTERA NEW, GREEN FILTER



THE EASTERN BEACHESTHE EASTERN BEACHES
“REFRESHED” CHARACTER

NEW AND RENOVATED
AMENITIES

RENOVATED BOARDWALK

“NUTRIENT TRAPS”

3 JETTIES TO ENCOURAGE 
SAND DEPOSITION



‘REFRESHED’ BEACHES‘REFRESHED’ BEACHES



EXISTING USES MAINTAINED  EXISTING USES MAINTAINED  



EXISTING CANOPY PRESERVED  EXISTING CANOPY PRESERVED  



BOARDWALK “REFRESHED”BOARDWALK “REFRESHED”



IMPLEMENTATIONIMPLEMENTATION



IMPLEMENTATION WILL TAKE TIME

ensure both early successes and long-term sustainability with smart 
phasing and economic planning 

create a park that will be explored and enjoyed in all seasons and be 
compelling over time
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lake ontario park 
will be:
lake ontario park 
will be:



• regional greenway, lake filter and 
wildlife habitat

• regional greenway, lake filter and 
wildlife habitat



• world class, signature park for the 
whole city

• world class, signature park for the 
whole city



• wild landscapes• wild landscapes



• vibrant lakefront• vibrant lakefront



• “big nature,” water sports, 
recreation and culture

• “big nature,” water sports, 
recreation and culture



NEXT STEPS FOR LOP
1 MASTER PLAN COMPLETION 

2 PHASE 1 PROJECT IDENTIFIED

3 CONTINUE AGENCY, STAKEHOLDER & PUBLIC CONSULTATION

4 TECHNICAL STUDIES

5 PERMITTING & APPROVALS
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