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 Harbourfront Centre receives 

 17 MILLION visitors annually 
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canada sQuare — a Landscape MonuMent on the Waterfront



FRAMING A VIEW OF THE LAKE

Tree Massing Concept Toronto Harbour

+



TRee SIZeS:

8 trees @ 20-24’ tall

14 trees @ 16-20’ tall

22 trees @ 12-16’ tall

44 trees TOTAL

MeTASeQuOIA GROve

Leaf and Bark detailsMetasequoia glyptostroboides 
(Dawn redwood)

▪▪ deciduous▪evergreen
▪▪ light▪canopy
▪▪ reddish▪fall▪color
▪▪ very▪tolerant▪of▪urban▪stress



TRee SIZeS:

8 trees @ 20-24’ tall
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veRTICAL GARden



HTO Park, Toronto Water Garden 2, Toronto

20 m

LAndSCAPe ROOM

Music Garden, Toronto, ONCanada Square plan

▪▪ contemplative▪space▪on▪the▪waterfront
▪▪ comfortable▪scale▪for▪passive▪use
▪▪ accommodates▪a▪200-person▪event



landscape room
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ontario sQuare — a portaL for canadian cuLture



A HeLd SPACe On QueenS QuAY BOuLevARd



A HeLd SPACe On QueenS QuAY BOuLevARd



Quaking Aspen tree colony Quaking Aspen (fall color)Ontario Square: 532 trees

ONTARIO BOREAL FOREST

Ontario▪Square▪is▪planted▪extensively▪with▪Quaking▪Aspen▪—▪
one▪of▪the▪species▪that▪reveals▪itself▪in▪great▪stands▪within▪
the▪50▪million▪hectares▪of▪boreal▪forest▪in▪Ontario



Bentgrass
White Wood Aster

Ontario Blazing Star

Quaking Aspen

Blue Grama

Bottle-Brush

OnTARIO BOReAL FOReST



OnTARIO BOReAL FOReST
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CIRCuLATIOn And SAFeTY

The aperture serves as intuitive wayfinding 
to the elevator connection to the plaza

Twice a day the site accommodates 
loading and unloading 10 school buses for 
approximately 20 minutes

Protected area 
for programming

Garage 
entry



GRAPHIC PAVEMENT AND PEDESTRIAN CUES

Toronto Harbour ice floes

DARK paving = Frequent vehicular traffic
LIGHT paving = Pedestrian traffic

Unilock Product Series 3000 
Concrete Paver - Black Granite

Unilock Product Series 3000 
Concrete Paver - Glacier



landscape room



A SETTING FOR HFC PROGRAMMING



James Carpenter Design Associates IncHarbour front Centre, Toronto April  20,  2012 Art Installation Carpenter Norris Consulting
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JAMIe CARPenTeR’S “LIGHT CASCAde”



To take the dot density distribution option one step further, the above image overlays maps of the primary and teritarty reflection patterns
for each of the months considered.  Where the maps overlay the most we make the most dense; where they don't the least.  Could yield
an appropriately cloud like  pattern but with a functional reason for being.
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Screen Test print samples (chrome vs. matte) Dot Screen pattern

To understand the dot density distribution, the image to the left overlays 
maps of the primary and tertiary refl ection patterns (see diagrams above) for 
each of the months considered. Where the maps overlay the most ,we make 
the most refl ective; where they don’t, the least. This confi guration would 
yield an appropriate cloud pattern with a functional purpose.

Dot distribution analysis
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Dot distribution analysis

JAMIE CARPENTER’S “LIGHT CASCADE”

Screen printed mylar laminated in glass





cuLturaL Landscape — teMporarY cuLturaL prograMMing
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INFORMATION
SERVICES 
PAVILION

SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE CULTURAL VILLAGE

CANADA 
SQUARE

Temporary planters form the edges of the Cultural Landscape

Information Services Pavilion

BIke Park

BIKE 
PARK

ECO-TURF
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SEASONAL TENT PROGRAM



Garage Vents and 
Stairs (beyond)Event Tent (beyond)

Walkway Connection to the Waterfront

London 
Plane Trees

ART
GARDEN

L I N E AJeddah . Saudi Arabia
Leuven . Belgium

163

ART GARDENS

POLE LIGHTS

SUMAC HEDGEROW

ECO-TURF

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE FEATURES





2012 June October 2013

Garage Open
Substantial Completion of 
York Quay Landscapes

Finish Planting 
in the Spring

Harbourfront Centre Board Approval
+ Waterfront Toronto Approval

SCHeduLe

Cultural landsCapeOntariO squareCanada square




