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Vlsual and Physical Connection 

Both water and city sides of the ridge 
otter s ignature, three-dimensional

visitor programming• elevated views
of the lake and city, seating, sliding,

climbing, and dramatic interactive 
waterfall. 

These unique programs 
are facilitated by the 
ridge features: ramps, 
stairs, slides, hills, and 
slopes. Native 
vegetation, sound 
mitigation and 
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additional park features 
such as cafe, 
community room and 
restrooms at ground 
level add to the 
dynamism of this 
charismatic feature. 

The density of program on the ridge
frees a substantial portion of the park
to operate as passive open space and 

host flatland activities such as the
marketplace and outdoor cafe seating. 

Rees Ridge is visually and physically 

porous. The East to West 
de materialization of the ridge ensures 
connection between Lake Shore 
Boulevard and the park.

The height of Rees Ridge creates a room 
within the city. It buffers the ever-present 
noise of the Gardner Express-way while 
the plantings niter pollution from the air. 

The interpretation of the bluff plant 
communities onto Rees Ridge maximizes 

biodiversity in the park and creates a new 

botanical edge and exper ience.

Finally, Rees Ridge is a foreground to the 

dynamic Toronto skyline. Filling a gap in 
the skyline with a distinctly unique new 

profile. 

Rees Ridge will be singular 
icon and experience on 
the Toronto Waterfront. 
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With pragmatic three 
dimensionality that hosts 
a dynamic range of 
programs and amenities, 
this innovative 
interpretation of the 
Scarborough Bluffs, 
connects visitors to city 
and lake, and through a 
rich botanical and 
programmatic experience, 
to a vibrant new urban 
park experience that will 
activate the adjacent 
waterfront. 

Green over Grey 
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Pedestrian Experience 

This proposal suggests a broad
,, 

clearly signed and 
illuminated pedestrian crossing set back to the west of 
the current pedestrian crossing, threading between the 
Gardiner columns. 

For many years there have been calls to 
either remove the Gardiner Expressway, 
reconhgure Lake Shore Boulevard, or 
both .  The pretext for any of these 
initiatives has always been that there is a 
barrier between the waterfront and the 

i

City and that the pauc ty of north-south 
movements at many locations -
particularly along the central waterfront
- ls detrimental to the enjoyment and
experience of this piVotal area of the city .

The rejuvenation of the Central 
Waterfront, through the Queens Quay 
Revitalization EA, has done much to 
provide a more equitable use of space 
and quality of place along the Queens 
Quay corridor, and the recultant 
emergence of  numerous public spaces 
along the corridor is  testament to the
catalytic effects that this work has had.

However, Queens Quay operates as an 
east-west corridor and the links across 
the Gardiner/ Lake Shore Boulevard are 
still intermittent, and often of poor 
quality. Rees Park, like many other areas, 
is well served by Queens Quay, but is 
bounded by the hard barrier of the 
express-way corridor to the north. The 

area to the north of this corridor contains 
some of the biggest attractions in 
Toronto; the Rogers Center, CN Tower, 
Ripley's Aquarium, and the Metro
Toronto Convention Centre are all
immediately to the north o f  Rees Park,
but are directly accessible only via a
hostile and constrained pedestrian
connection along Rees Street.

The provision o f  a high quality, safe,
well-lit and well-connected conduit for
pedestrian movement from the north 
side of the express-way corridor to Rees

Park is critical to Its success.

The provision o f  th
i

s crossing will require 
thP. !'.P.tting oock ofthP. P.astbound 
stop-bars on Lake Shore Boulevard and
some adjustments to the signal timing at 
the intersection with Rees Street. 
Cons

i

stent with the City's goals for 
#VisionZero, this will provide an 
attractive, and safe, crossing point for 
north-south movements that will draw 
visitors from the attractions to the north,
through the park, where they can pause 
and enjoy the amenities, or to continue
on to the waterfront

Existing Pedestrian Traffic 

Thin and treacherous feeling existing crosswalk

Potential Pedestrian Traffic 

Relocate and enlarge crosswalk, add anchor on 
northeast corner 

Planned Pedestrian Trc1H1c 
New gateway t o  the waterfront 
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Water is conserved by its high-
capture re-circulation system. Water 
losses to evaporation and splash are 
reduced by 1) skillful edge detailing, 
2) a custom grating at the base, 3) 
varying water flow rates, 4) and an 
automatic wind response system.
Energy use is reduced by 
programming the flows to vary 
through the course of the day and 
week to peak in energy during those 
times when visitor counts are high, 
and using alternative, mellower flows
when fewer guests are near.
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Indigenous Place Making 

Indigenous place-making at this site should include a 
signiflcant co-design process with the region's 
Indigenous communities in effort to create spaces that 
welcome all, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples. 

Reaching beyond Duty to Consult includes 
the creation of speces that respect end cel­

ebrate Indigenous Culture-especially the 
special relationship First Peoples have with 
the surrounding natural environment Many 
traditional tenets related to environmental 
design are in fact mirrored by First Peoples
philosophy of interdependence with na­
ture. The transformative process of creating 
these spaces invites us to celebrate the
people,energy and resources already pres­
ent within the City of Toronto orTkaronta, as 
the city was traditionally known.

Through a meaningful engagement and 
inclusive process, we will: 

• Create opportunities throughout the site
to celebrate the lend, demonstrating appre­
ciation of the tradit ional Indigenous culture
and highlight traditional knowledge. 
• Design community spaces that create
positive places for lear ning, teaching, ex­
change and celebration. 
- Integrate native Ontario planting with an
emphasis on medicinal and healing plants.

• Provide spaces to engage with the work of
contemporary Ind igenous artists.
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