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At Waterfront Toronto, we work with our partners at the City of 

Toronto, Province of Ontario and Government of Canada. 



Chris Glaisek
SVP Planning & Design, Waterfront Toronto

David Kusturin
Chief Project Officer, Waterfront Toronto
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1989: Bringing back the Don
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2007: Lower Don Lands Master Plan design competition



A decade of planning

2006
Don Mouth 

Naturalization and Port 

Lands Flood Protection 

Project Environmental 

Assessment (DMNP EA) 

began

2007
International design 

competition

2011
Port Lands 

Acceleration Initiative

2015
DMNP EA and Lower 

Don Lands EA approved

2016
Due Diligence report 

for Port Lands Flood 

Protection completed 

2017
$1.25 billion funding for 

Port Lands Flood 
Protection 

Port Lands Framework 
Plan and Villiers Island 
Precinct Plan approved

2012
Port Lands 

Framework Plan and 

Villiers Island 

Precinct Plan began



The Port Lands Flood Protection Project
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Flood Plain Flood Protected Flood Protection 

Landform
PLFPEI 
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What are we building?
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Earthworks/Flood Protection
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Bridges and Structures
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Roads and Municipal Services
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Parks
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Our due diligence exercise

Purpose

• What will we build?

• How will we build it?

• How long will it take?

• How much will it cost?

• How will we tackle unique challenges?
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Our due diligence exercise

Outcomes

• What will we build?

✓ Defined scope

• How will we build it?

✓ Refined design and process

• How long will it take?

✓ Seven years

• How much will it cost?

✓ $1.25 billion

• How will we tackle unique challenges?

✓ Community-Based Risk Assessment



Next Steps
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Draft Construction Schedule
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Public Consultation – What we’ve heard so far

Water

• Vibrancy/animation, especially along the water’s edge

• Water activities

• Ensure many access points/connections for people across river and channels

• Focus on sustainability / water as a resource

Nature

• Maximize naturalization and ensure connections for wildlife

Special Qualities

• Create views of the Inner Harbour and city

• Consider a mix of hardscaping (e.g. public squares, plazas) and natural green space

• Preserve local heritage and culture through adaptive reuse, art

Programming

• Create recreational opportunities
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Public Consultation –
Early results “What Makes a Great Park” Survey

What are people missing in park experiences?

• Engage in environmental stewardship (tree planting, gardening)

• Meet my neighbours / socialize in my community

What influences you to visit a new park?

• Ease of getting there

• To experience a new place

• Special features or amenities

Other experiences or programming

• Farmer’s markets

• Nature or wildlife walks

• Music

• Places to run or walk

• flexible, open areas



Herb Sweeney, Associate Principal, MVVA

Matthew Urbanski, Principal, MVVA
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