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1.  About Public Forum #2  
Waterfront Toronto, the City of To ronto and the Toronto Transit Commission, as tri -proponents, are developing a 
plan to revitalize the Lower Don Lands and create a vibrant, mixed use, sustainable community that embraces 

and respects a newly naturalized and flood-protected mouth of the Don River. 

The revitalization plan will include proposals for new neighbourhoods, community facilities and public spaces, as 

well as a Master Plan for transportation (including transit), water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure.  The 
study is being conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
2000, as amended in 2007 (Phases 1 and 2).  The two key outputs of the planning process will include the:  

 Lower Don Lands Infrastructure Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA); and 

 Keating North Precinct Plan. 

The Lower Don Lands study area is generally bounded by the Don rail yard and Gardiner Expressway on the 
north, the Parliament Street slip on the west, the Ship Channel on the south and Don Roadway on the e ast (see 

map below). 

On December 10th 2008 the tri -proponents 

hosted the second Public Forum for the 

Lower Don Lands revitalization project at 
St. Lawrence Hall. The purpose of this 

second Public Forum was to seek public 
feedback on the emerging revitalization 

plans for the Lower Don Lands, with a 
particular focus on proposed plans for 

neighbourhoods, circulation, floodplain 

and habitat, water and wastewater, 
stormwater, and open space. 

The Public Forum format consisted of a 
one-hour open house, followed by an 

interactive meeting that included a plenary 

presentation and topic-based breakout 
sessions. 

An estimated 100 people participated in 
the event, of those, 71 signed in at the 

door (the list of participants who signed in 
is attached as Appendix A).  
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2.  Open House  
During the open house, participants were able to review a series of display boards that focused on several key 
aspects of the Lower Don Lands study including: 

 The Municipal Class EA Process; 

 Maps of the study area; 

 Existing conditions (Natural, Social and Cultural Environments); 

 Families of Corridor Alternatives; 

 Summary of Evaluation of Transportation Alternatives; 

 Summary of Evaluation of Stormwater Planning Alternatives; 

 Summary of Evaluation of Infrastructure Planning Alternatives (Wastewater and Water Supply);  

 Preferred Planning Solutions; and 

 Next Steps. 

 

The Lower Don Lands Project Team was available during the open house to answer questions and respond to 

feedback.  The Project Team includes: 

 Waterfront Toronto;  

 Toronto Transit Commission; 

 City of Toronto;  

 Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates; 

 Greenberg Consultants; 

 MMM Group; 

 AECOM; 

 Arup; and 

 Toronto and Region Conservation 

Authority. 

 
 

Members of the Project Team speak with a participant.  
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3.  Welcome and Introductions  
To begin the plenary session of Public Forum #2, Mr. Chris Glaisek, Vice President of Planning and Design at 
Waterfront Toronto, welcomed participants to meeting and provided opening remarks.  

Mr. Glaisek provided an overview of the scope of the meeting. He indicated that the presentation would cover the 
proposed block plan and design concepts for the Lower Don Lands area, whereas the EA Master Plan materials 

were presented on the display panels in the open house. Mr. Glaisek noted that the meeting would examine the 

planning concepts and interrelationships of the key plan components such as parks and open space, 
neighbourhoods, and transportation networks, and suggested that the Project Team is very interested in 

receiving public feedback on these items. He noted that this Public Forum was not intended to discuss the 
naturalization of the mouth of the Don River, which is the subject of a separate EA led by the Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority. Mr. Glaisek also noted that that meeting would not include discussion about the Gardiner 
Expressway, which will be the subject of an EA in the near future. He stated the Lower Don Lands Project Team 

plan is starting with the assumption that the Gardiner Expressway will stay up, however the team is well aware 

that this may change with the EA to come.  

David Dilks of Lura Consulting welcomed participants and described his role as the neutral facilitator.  Mr. Dilks 

reviewed the agenda (see Appendix B ï Public Forum Agenda) and meeting handouts which included a set of key 
maps and images prepared by the Project Team, as well as Worksheets which would be the focus of the topic -

based breakout sessions.  Mr. Dilks indicated that following the presentation, participants would have the 

opportunity to provide feedback on six key features of emerging revitalization plans for the Lower Don Land s, 
including neighbourhoods, circulation, floodplain and habitat, water and wastewater, stormwater, and open 

space. He indicated that comments could also be submitted in writing using the Worksheets either at the meeting 
or after the session by December 19th 2008. 
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4.  Presentation  
Liz Silver of Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, and Ken Greenberg of Greenberg Consultants, provided the 
presentation on behalf of the Project Team (presentation slides available for download at 

www.waterfrontoronto.ca/lowerdonlands ). 

The presentation included: 

 A description of the interrelated planning 

and design activities between this project 
and the Don Mouth Naturalization EA; 

 The block plan concept for the Lower Don 

Lands; 

 An explanation of how the recommended 

infrastructure choices shaped the block 
plan; 

 The proposed open space system; 

 The emerging Neighbourhoods Plan; and 

 Next steps. 

 
 

Throughout the presentation, the presenters stressed the Project Teamôs goal of achieving the right balance 

between river/wetland, urban and park objectives, as expressed in the accompanying diagram.  

The presenters explained that the project aims to make 

the waterfront accessible to all and to connect nature and 
neighbourhoods to the surrounding area in a fully 

sustainable way. 

The goals for creating neighbourhoods in the Lower Don 

Lands were articulated. These goals include taking 

advantage of the unique river setting, relating the new 
neighbourhoods to the surrounding context, fostering 

sustainable diversity, optimizing the size, shape, 
orientation of blocks, and creating real neighbourhoods. 

The presenters indicated that planning for the 

neighbourhoods also includes climate considerations such 
as protection from winter winds, c apturing summer 

breezes, and hours of sun exposure.  

The plan for the Lower Don Lands will emphasize land use diversity and include a range of living environments 

for diverse populations, employment environments for a diverse economy, retail environments t o serve residents, 
workers and visitors, and transit to service the area.  

The presentation concluded with next steps including an invitation to the next Public Forum in Spring 2009.  

 

5.  Questions and Answers  
Following the presentation, Mr. Dilks asked participants if they had any questions related to the presentation.  

The following summarizes participantsô questions and comments (identified with óQô or óCô) and responses from 
the Project Team where provided (identified with óAô): 

C: I am interested in the edges of the neighbourhoods in terms of species of animals that inhabit the area. Do 

you have target indicator species? I ask that you have a shortlist of these species at future meetings. We need to 
be biometric not just homocentric.  

Ken Greenberg presents slides to  
Public Forum participants. 

 

http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/lowerdonlands

